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Activity Goal 
To outline a tentative high 
school education plan for 
9th through 12th grades. 
 
What Will I Get From 
This? A High School Plan 
that prepares you for what 
you want to do after high 
school. 
 
Before You Begin  
Find out from whom or 
where you can get a list of 
your required courses for 
9th–12th grade. And, have 
your completed 3.3 
Interests Applied 
worksheet ready. 
 
Intro 
You don’t want to be one of 
those people who ends up in 
some type of work or post- 
secondary program that has 
no meaning to you. That’s 
why you make a plan – to 
take charge of your life and 
end up somewhere you 
choose. 
 
In this activity, you’re going 
to examine the courses you 
can take in 9th through 12th 
grades that prepare you for 
areas that interest you. 
 
 

Step By Step – check off the steps as you complete them 
  

1)   Take the High School Plan worksheet to a teacher or counselor, or visit your 
school’s website to find out what courses in 9th to 12th grades are “required.” 
These are courses you have to take to develop the basic skills and knowledge 
that are needed in anything you’ll do. Write the names of these courses in the 
Required Courses on your worksheet. 

 
2) At the same time, find out how many elective courses you can take in each of 

the 9th to 12th grades. Write the number of electives beside the Elective 
Courses on your worksheet.  

 
3) Access Choices Explorer© and click on Find Matching Career Clusters on 

the Home page in the blue Work box. 
 
4)   Click Start Now and begin selecting the options that suit you best. You should 

select at least 20 Activities You Like, at least 10 Personal Qualities, and at least 
5 School Subjects. 

 
5)   After you click on See Your Top Clusters and your results, click on the title 

of your top Cluster to open that Cluster profile. If you have more than one Top 
Cluster, read the Introductions to all of them and decide on your favorite. 

 
6)   In your top Cluster’s profile, click on the blue Careers tab in the upper left. 

Scan the career titles listed and make sure you see at least several of the 
careers listed on your 3.3 Interests Applied worksheet. If not, return to the 
Cluster Finder results and choose your next matching cluster.  

 
7)   Write the name of the Cluster you choose near the top of your High School 

Plan worksheet.  
 
8)   One at a time, click on the names of the Pathways shown in the upper right. 

You will see a different subset of careers listed for each. Compare each list to 
the careers listed on your Interests Applied worksheet. Choose the Pathway 
that lists the most careers matching your worksheet. Break any ties by reading 
the Introductions to the Pathways and make a choice based on what you 
read. 

 
9)   Write down the name of your chosen Pathway near the top of your High 

School Plan worksheet.  
 
10)  While still in this chosen Pathway, click on the High School Courses tab in 

the upper left. Use the grid of courses shown on the screen to help you finish 
the course plan you have on your High School Plan worksheet – see points 
below: 

 

 Remember the following while completing your course plan: 
 Courses shown in Explorer are recommended, but should not replace what is 

required by your school, district or state.  

 When your required courses are general, like ‘3 units/credits of math’, use the 
recommended courses in Explorer to choose the 3 math courses you should 
take. 

 It is usually easier to work backwards by figuring out what you need to take in 
12th grade, and then take the pre-requisite courses in earlier grades. 

 The same course may have slightly different names between what Explorer 
calls it and what your school calls it.  

 You should have as many courses listed as you are able to take per grade level. 

 Your school may not offer all the recommended courses; check with your 
counselor to see what courses could be taken instead. 

 

Guide
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11) Review your completed High School Plan worksheet with your counselor 
and make any necessary changes. 

 
12) Once the paper version of your High School Plan is reviewed and edited, it 

is time to copy that plan into the Course Plan Builder. Click on the Learn 
tab at the top of the screen and click on the Course Plan Builder link in 
the upper right. Click on Start a new high school course plan. Click on 
Start a course plan from scratch at the very bottom.  

 
13) One at a time, click on each Edit link in the grid and add the courses from 

your worksheet in the appropriate Grade and Subject Area. Make sure you 
properly select Planned, Enrolled or Complete for each courses. You 
should plan a time to update the status of your courses at certain points 
during each school year, e.g. once per semester. 

 
IMPORTANT NOTE – Treat this plan as a starting point. The school, state and 
the college programs you are interested in will each have unique requirements. 
Be sure to check with your school counselor or with the college admissions 
counselor.  
 
*You can make more that one plan -- just name each plan with a name that 
makes sense. If you want to make any edits to your plans, just log back in to 
Choices Explorer and make the edits under Your Plans in Your Portfolio. 
 
Reflection Question: 
Pick two courses (in different subject areas) from your course plan that you 
think will prepare you well for the Career Pathway on your worksheet. Talk to a 
teacher or counselor to get a course outline for each course you choose. Review 
the course outlines and the Pathway Introduction in Choices Explorer. Now, on 
the worksheet, describe how the course content can help you perform some of 
the activities described in the Pathway.  
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Counselor Signature     Date 
 
 
Student Signature      Date 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature     Date 

Counselor Signature     Date 
 
 
Student Signature      Date 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature     Date 

Worksheet
Career Cluster 

9th Grade Required Courses 
 

10th Grade Required Courses 
 
 

9th Grade Elective Courses (# allowed ___ ) 10th Grade Elective Courses (# allowed ___ ) 

11th grade Required Courses 
 
 

12th Grade Required Courses 

Counselor Signature     Date 
 
 
Student Signature      Date 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature     Date 

Counselor Signature     Date 
 
 
Student Signature      Date 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature     Date 

11th grade Elective Courses (# allowed ___ ) 12th Grade  Elective Courses (# allowed ___ )

9th Grade Required Courses 
 

10th Grade Required Courses 
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How does this course prepare you for the typical activities in the Career Pathway you chose? 

 
 
 
 
             
 
How does this course prepare you for the typical activities in the Career Pathway you chose? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

      

Reflection Question Course 1: 
 

Reflection Question Course 2: 
 

Worksheet
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